
About Me
I’m the author of the four-book Anti-Princess Club 

series, published by Allen & Unwin in March, 2015. I’m 
also a champion slam poet, multi-award winning journalist 
with the ABC, and mum-of-two. I’m especially passionate 
about empowering girls through my storytelling.

All presentations and workshops can be tailored to meet 
your specific needs. Don’t hesitate to get in touch if you’d 
like me to craft something unique for your school or group.

Free teaching support kits for each of my books will be 
sent to schools prior to my visits. Each kit contains activities 
with references to the Australian Curriculum and links to 
learning areas including English, Mathematics, Science, 
The Arts, Technologies, Health and PE, and Languages 
(Modern Greek).

Contact info@samanthaturnbull.com.au  
for rates & bookings visit  

samanthaturnbull.com.au  
for more information about me and my books.

In-school book sales and signings available with visits.

 samanthaturnbullauthor
 @sammyturnbull

*I have public liability insurance of $20 million and 
relevant/valid working with children checks for all 

Australian states and territories.

SCHOOL VISITS, 
TALKS AND 

WORKSHOPS
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Author talks for students
This is where you’ll find out about my creative 

writing process, inspiration and motivation. You’ll 
follow the making of my books from idea to writing to 
editing to publishing to promoting. My presentations 
are highly interactive, entertaining and feature 
costumes, props, videos and performance poetry. 
Durations (flexible):

20 minutes (recommended for yrs 1-2)
30 minutes (recommended for yrs 3-4)
45-60 minutes (recommended for yrs 5-7)

Creative Writing Workshop Samples
All suitable for groups of up to 30 students.

Rewriting Fairytales
As a group, we read a traditional fairytale, deconstruct 

it, and then reconstruct it as a modern day story featuring 
characters who don’t fit stereotypical moulds. (Suitable for 
all primary levels, durations of 30, 45 or 60 minutes).

Writing ‘For Real’
We’ll discuss different genres in 

storytelling, focusing on realistic 
fiction. Students will draw from 
personal experiences, feelings and 
observations to craft characters and 
stories that, while fictional, are inspired 
by real life. (Suitable for yrs 3-4, 5-7, 
durations of 60 or 90 minutes).

A Problem Shared
All about editing. Students will 

complete a number of exercises 
and share their work, learning the 

importance of rewriting and polishing to improve their 
stories. They’ll also get an inside look at how my books were 
edited with ‘before’ and ‘after’ examples of my writing. 
(Suitable for years 3-4, 5-7, durations of 60 or 90 minutes)

The Moral Is
Students explore morals and life lessons 

offered up in popular stories including 
my books. They also complete group 
and solo writing tasks weaving their own 
morals into narratives. (Suitable for all 
primary levels, durations of 30, 45 or 
60 minutes).

Mighty Girls
A workshop specifically designed 

to appeal to girls (although boys are 
welcome) where we take a look at 
female characters from the world’s most 
popular stories and analyse their traits. 
We discuss stereotypes, character flaws, 
strengths and weaknesses. Students 

then create their own strong girl characters and may write 
them into their own stories. (Suitable for all primary levels, 
durations of 30, 45 or 60 minutes).

Slam Poetry
I can teach students the special skills involved in writing 

poetry destined for the stage as well as techniques to 
deliver engaging spoken word performances. I’m also 
happy to organise and/or judge an in-school poetry slam. 
(Workshops of 60 or 90 minutes. At least two hours 
needed for an in-school slam. Suitable for yrs 3-4, 5-7).

Full-Day Workshops
I spend the whole day with a class or group of up to 

30 students, honing in on: Generating ideas, creating 
characters, writing dialogue, literary techniques, editing, 
constructing narratives and more – with loads of 
interactivity and age-appropriate exercises all linked to the 
Australian Curriculum.

Writer In Residence
Contact me to discuss a ‘writer in residence’ program 

where I spend up to a week at your school, or schedule 
several visits over an agreed period.

Talks For Parents/Teachers/High 
School Students

I have a particular interest in empowering girls and women, 
‘princess culture’ and the often sexist messages brought to 
all of us through the media. In my presentations for adults 
and high school students, we examine how girls and women 
are depicted in books, film, television and advertising and 
the consequences of those stereotypes.  We also take a look 
at how we can raise children to become media literate and 
think critically about popular culture. (Durations of 45, 60 
or 90 minutes available, optional viewing of the 89-minute 
film Miss Representation on top of my presentation).
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